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Under the Baobab 
Editor: Odette Dart 

August 2019 

GPNR COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2019-2020: 

 

Chairman: Mr Ian Nowak 

Vice—Chairman: Mr Dino Seccareccia 

Ecological/Conservation Portfolio: Dr Freek Venter 

Reserver Manager/Warden: Gerrie van Zyl 

Treasurer: Arti Sutcliffe 

General Portfolio Assistance/Specific Projects: Antoi-

nette Hayes 

Team and Leadership Coach: Johan Slabbert 

Secretary/Owners Liaison/GPNR Comms: Odette Dart 

 

Dear Grietjies;  

Please note this  feature of  “Under the Baobab” is mainly 

to introduce your new committee and give some insight to 

who they are and what their respective portfolio’s entail for 

the  new year 2019-2020. 
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PORTFOLIO 2019-20:  

This year my main areas of focus will be; 

1. The declaration process and title deed endorsement . 

2. RAL and the legal issues pertaining to it. 

3. Assist with the development of the Annual  plan of operations for 

GPNR with regard to our METT assessments and implementation of 

the Balule Management Plan. 

4. Direct point of call for the Reserve Manager. 

I am looking forward to a productive year with this new team!! 

GPNR CHAIRMAN: IAN NOWAK 
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In September 2018, I retired and said goodbye to the career that sus-

tained my family and I for the previous 30 years and the country 

where I lived my entire life (the USA).  My profession was Environ-

ment Health & Safety (EHS) Management and I worked for some 

great companies in multiple industries over those years, helping to 

drive a culture and performance that aligned environmental steward-

ship, worker safety and regulatory compliance, all in support of the 

higher-level mission of each of the companies.  At my “last stop” be-

fore retiring, I led the EHS function and team at the largest business 

within Microsoft…..the Cloud.  More specifically, this is the organiza-

tion within Microsoft that designs, constructs and operates a global 

network of huge datacenters, which are enormous buildings/

campuses (some are many times the size of Grietjie) filled to the gills 

with computer servers and the great people that keep the Cloud run-

ning.   

Clearly, I found my work rewarding.  I was helping the company mini-

mize its footprint on the environment and keep its workers safe from 

various occupational hazards.  In retirement, though, I wanted to fol-

low my dream to be even closer to the planet in a much more direct 

way.  My true passion is wildlife and wild places…..particularly African 

wildlife and wild places.  Since I was very young and used to watch 

National Geographic specials on TV with my father, my imagination 

was always captured by the animals here.  Later, when Dereck and 

Beverly Joubert released “Eternal Enemies – Lions and Hyenas” (the 

greatest wildlife film ever made, in my humble opinion) I really be-

came enthralled.  I made my first trip to South Africa and Botswana 

alone in 2004, then again with my wife in 2007.   

 

GPNR VICE—CHAIR: DINO SECCARECCIA 
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At that point I was hooked!  I began watching Safari Live on the inter-

net every day.  I also started researching online and found that there 

were places where I could possibly buy a home on a nature reserve 

in South Africa.  As I continued to research this, I narrowed down this 

“pipe dream’ to the reserves that were Big 5, open to the Kruger, full 

title and allowed dogs, as I have a (quiet, well-behaved) Boerboel.  

Parsons, Olifants West and Grietjie seemed to be the places to con-

sider. 

Fast forward to 2017……after watching me look at houses online for 

10 years; with retirement in the planning; and with some nice homes 

for sale in the online listings, my wife (Su) told me to just get on a 

plane and “check things out” in South Africa.  She had immigrated to 

the USA (from Thailand) 17 years earlier, so thankfully she is always 

up for an adventure.  Before she could change her mind, I contacted 

a local Estate Agent, bought a plane ticket and booked my stay at 

Baluleni Lodge.  In November 2017, I came, I saw, I bought……my Af-

rican Dream:  Grietjie 11.After months of taking care of things in the 

USA such as getting our South African Visas, selling our possessions, 

finishing work projects, planning our dog’s trip, etc., we finally 

moved here permanently in September 2018.   
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While we may miss things like shopping on Amazon.com and light-

ning-fast internet at home, we absolutely love it here.  The wildlife 

outside our door is mind-blowing…..especially for people like us 

who only ever saw lions and elephants on TV or at a zoo.  We also 

are enjoying many elements of the South African culture.  My braai 

skills are coming along nicely, Su is learning a little Afrikaans (one 

word at a time), and I have caught myself saying “ja”, “howzit”, 

“shame” and “make a plan” with increasing regularity.  I even start-

ed saying “just now” when I mean “a little later”.  Oh, and Tuco (the 

Boerboel) barely raises an eyelid when an elephant walks past the 

house or a lion roars at night.  Even our son, Pub, who is about to 

start his final year at the University of Washington in Seattle, has de-

veloped an incurable addiction to biltong stemming from his visits 

here.  (Hopefully, this will ensure that he still comes to visit after he 

graduates and Dad no longer pays for his flights!) 

If there is one thing that has overwhelmed us about the move here, 

it has to be that the residents of Grietjie have been so welcoming 

and fun.  Our “social calendar” here is at least 10 times as full as it 

was when we lived in the USA.  Part of that may be that I have more 

time and am not always travelling, but I also think that we are now 

surrounded by so many like-minded (okay, and a little crazy) people 

that actually want to be among the hairy and scary creatures of the 

lowveld.  Grietjie residents may not be considered “normal” by the 

rest of the world……but we are certainly among the most fortunate 

people since we are able to live here. 
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Well, that is my introduction, so now just a little “business” before I 

sign off.  As the new Vice Chairman of Grietjie, I want to be clear 

about what you can expect from me.  My focus will be very directly 

on the following: 

 

 Off-loading operational activities (see the following bullets) from 

the Chairman, so that he can focus the majority of his efforts to-

ward working with external stakeholders (LEDET, etc.) to drive 

our major strategic initiatives (Protected Area, Gate, Road, etc.) 

across the finish line.  

 Consolidating and aligning the regulations/acts, the Balule Stra-

tegic Plan/Elements, the Grietjie Management Plan and the 

2019-20 Grietjie Annual Operating Plan Elements.  By next 

month’s newsletter, I hope to be able to show you all what the 

key elements of each of these are and how they are aligned (or 

not aligned???).   

 Working with GPNR Committee Members and other key individ-

uals to identify, prioritize, document, monitor and track progress 

toward key tactical goals and objectives in the Annual Operating 

Plan.  By the newsletter two months from now, I hope to begin 

including some clear metrics (charts) that show progress and 

give us early signals of any problem issues so that we can take 

any necessary actions. 
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 Vetting any new initiatives so as to avoid “reinventing the wheel”, 

over-committing and/or diverting focus from our major strategic 

initiatives and supporting actions that have already been defined.  

My strong bias is that there would need to be a strong justifica-

tion if we are to spend any time, money or effort on new things 

that are not already agreed or critically aligned with our higher-

level goals and/or requirements. 

 Communicating and reporting back to Grietjie owners on the pro-

gress (or issues) related to all of the above bullets.  It can be con-

fusing with all the “moving parts”, so I want to package our initia-

tives, requirements and progress reports in a clear, concise way, 

so that we all understand the same reality.  

I will provide more detail on all of this in the coming months as I 

begin diving into everything.  For now, I would just like to thank you 

on behalf of myself, Su and Tuco for welcoming us to Grietjie and for 

entrusting me to be your Vice Chairman for the next 12 months. 

Totsiens! 
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Grietjie Nature Reserve Committee 

Conservation portfolio: Freek Venter (No 92) 

Occupation: Retired (from Kruger National Park - SANParks) 

Main tasks for the 2019/20: 

 Update the Grietjie Rehabilitation Plan 

 Assist with drafting of Grietjie management plan, if necessary 

 Plan and manage the control of alien plants and animals 

 Plan and manage the control of erosion on identified sites. 

Some news: 

Weather forecast for the season 

The Seasonal Climate Watch for September 2019 to January 2020 

was issued by the South African Weather Service. According to 

them “The El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) is currently in a 

neutral state and the forecast indicates that it will most likely re-

main in a neutral state for the coming seasons. ENSO forecast are 

currently extremely uncertain.” Some models predict, however, 

that the Lowveld will receive above normal rainfall while the rest 

of the country will receive below normal rainfall. Generally tem-

perature predictions are for higher than normal temperatures 

and a very hot summer!  

 

ECOLOGICAL / CONSERVATION PORTFOLIO: 

DR FREEK VENTER 
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Alien plant control 

Our plea with Working for Water seems to have been positive. 

After the survey of the Working for Water team, Mr Victor 

Themeli from DEA have visited the sites three times and have 

done releases of biocontrol agents on imbricate cactus, sweet 

prickly pear and queen of the night on 23 May 2019. I was un-

fortunately not aware of these visits but have requested that 

he contact me when he visits again in October. 
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As most of you know, I made my intention quite clear that I 

would not be standing for re-election to the committee. After 

many owners twisted my rubber arm, I agreed to stay on. 

This year I am basically portfolio-less and will assist other com-

mittee members with their tasks at hand and where my help is 

needed.  

Please note that the new Owner Liaison is Odette Dart, our Sec-

retary. If you would still like to contact me regarding my own 

welfare, you are welcome to do so. For all other Grietjie 

matters, please contact Odette. 

 Regards 

Antoinette  

 

GENERAL PORTFOLIO ASSISTANCE/SPECIFIC 

PROJECTS: ANTOINETTE HAYES 
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PORTFOLIO 2019-20: 

 

GPNR MANAGER & WARDEN; 

I am in charge of all aspects of nature conservation, road 

maintenance, security, GPNR staff (Rangers & Gate Guards) 

 

 

RESERVE MANAGER / WARDEN:  

GERRIE VAN ZYL 
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PORTFOLIO 2019-20: 

 

Focussed on the development of the GPNR Management Team, 

in living their unified Authentic Higher Purpose, within nature 

conservation. 

 

 

 

JOHAN SLABBERT 
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My life in a nutshell… 

My love for Grietjie started exactly 37 years and 4 months 

ago… the day I was born!  

I spent most of my growing up years on Grietjie on my Gran-

ny’s plot nr 23, Dawiesrus (Fondly named after my Uncle 

Dawie Jacobs who sadly passed away in a shooting accident 

on Grietjie ). In those days we called it a plot due to the fact 

that it was a farming community. My parents lived in a flat 

close to my Granny’s house and we moved to Phalaborwa 

when I was about 1.5 years old. 

Most weekends and school holidays I spent visiting my Gran-

ny… running around, playing and feeding her chickens, and 

playing in the “kraal” with the cattle. In those days my Gran-

ny had citrus plantations of which the fruits were exported. I 

even had my own cows, which I eventually sold to buy myself 

a scooter!!! 

 

 

 

 

GPNR SECRETARY / OWNER LIAISON: 

ODETTE DART 
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I used to love sitting and chatting with my Granny and listening to 

all the stories she used to tell me about Grietjie. They were of the 

first people to settle here. They first came to Grietjie in 1956, and 

my Granny used to cook on a fire on the ground, and sleep in the 

furniture removal truck they owned (my Grandpa owned his own 

furniture removal company – Jacobs Vervoer) before they built 

their first house and settled permanently in 1963. My dad spent 

most of his growing up years on Grietjie and knows this place like 

the back of his hand! I spent many days as a toddler wondering 

behind my dad, who used to take me on long walkies and teach-

ing me so many things about nature. He instilled this love for 

Grietjie and nature in me and it is something we still share today.  

Apart from love, my family also experienced loss on Grietjie. My 

dad’s brother passed away in a shooting accident (as mentioned 

above) in 1959, he was 16 years old. My cousin Pieter van Dyk 

who got taken by a crocodile on a Sunday afternoon in 2000 (I am 

sure most of you are familiar with the memorial at picnic spot 1). 

Swimming in the Olifants was not something unknown to us. As 

children my cousins and myself used to swing into the river from 

a piece of rope hanging from a tree, throw mud (in Afrikaans we 

call it “klei-lat”) at each other.  
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The boys used to pick me up and throw me into the river and 

then I had to swim back to the edge. We used to walk from my 

aunt and uncle Ernst & Nellie Vosloo’s plot (nr 125) to my 

Granny’s (nr 23). Running from one shade spot to the other as 

our feet got burnt on the hot tar going past their plot! We 

spent many days out with the cattle in the bush, only returning 

home to Granny before dark… it was wonderful, bare foot and 

care free days that I will always remember and cherish.  

My heart and soul lie on Grietjie, and I am so privileged to 

spend my days here permanently now. It was a dream of mine 

to raise my daughter here, for her to experience the closeness 

of nature and love for the animals and bush life. 

I was an active member of the Bushveld Region of the Honor-

ary Rangers, and completed many courses through them. After 

the birth of my daughter Skyela in 2015, I resigned from them 

to focus on the new chapter in my life of that being a mommy. 

Let me just say that if any of you have thought about joining 

the Honorary Rangers, go for it! You will learn a lot about the 

bush and they always need all the help they can get.  

Short and sweet, we have had many family picnics at picnic 

spot 3, fished at plot nr 1, lived at plot nr 20 (of which you can 

still see the remains of the house’s foundation next to the 

road, Nkaya’s side), nr 23, nr 31, we are presently living at nr 

17 and in the process of buying nr 46… 
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I am honoured to have been nominated as your secretary and 

owner liaison. I will strive to support each and every one and 

will always be just a phone call or e-mail away.. 
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Hi  

My name is Arti Sutcliffe I’m your treasurer for 2019. I pres-
ently live in bonnie Scotland but would love to be living in 
Grietjie. I love watching all the lovely photos posted by every-
one please keep them coming. 

 

My plan for the year coming is to keep us liquid financially and 
to focus our spending on the areas that mean the most to us. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any queries, 
I’m always happy to help. 

 

 

 

 

GPNR TREASURER: ARTI SUTCLIFFE 


